
 
 

How to Thread or Release  
A Ratchet Tie Down 

 
 

Threading a Ratchet 
 

• Open Ratchet Handle approximately 100° 
• Split Axel should be oriented as shown to allow webbing to be fed 

through 
• Feed webbing through the ratchet axel (from the backside of the 

ratchet) 
• Feed webbing over the top of the axel 
• Fasten hooks to the tie down points on your truck or trailer 
• Pull webbing taut 
• Pump ratchet until cargo is secure 
• Tie off access webbing and check to make sure cargo is secure 

 
 
Releasing a Ratchet 
 

• Squeeze release pawl and open the ratchet handle until it is 
approximately 180° 

• Tug the ratchet strap out of the ratchet. Depending on the load you 
had tied down, you may need to unthread the strap from the ratchet 
mechanism entirely, or you might be able to just loosen the strap 
enough to slide it out of the way and remove the load. 
 

 
 
 
 


